
An overview of music in its
historical context, including
both the Western Classical
canon and musical traditions
from Asia, Africa, the Middle
East, the Pacific Islands, and the
Americas.
This course will cover the history of music, both from oral
traditions and written records. It will incorporate music
from around the world and will study the relationships
between music and the times and places in which it is
created. Students will also learn about developments in
the field of musicology and the challenges faced by
those who study oral and non-written traditions.

WEEK 1:
Assignments and assessments:

Student surveys and self grouping
Week 1 readings, divided by student
grouping
Discussion 1  (1,2,7)
Definitions and terms (per group) (1,2)




How we study music
history
(1,2,7)

Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion students will have demonstrated the ability to:
• Discuss how notation developed in various musical traditions (1)
• Explain the methods for oral transmission of music and the importance of orally-transmitted
music (2)
• Identify ways that historical and cultural contexts impact the development of musical styles
and practices (3)
• Discuss important historical developments and figures both within and outside of the
Western Classical canon (4)
• Identify musical instruments by image and by sound (5)
• Research historical or cultural figures using appropriate scholarly resources (6)
• Explain the challenges faced by the modern musicologist (7)

MUSC& 101
C o u r s e  M a p :

WEEK 2
Music theory and

history in Asia (3,4,5,6)

WEEK 3

Assignments and assessments:
Week 4 readings, divided by student
grouping
Discussion 4 (1,2,3,4,6)
Definitions and terms (1,4,5)




Assignments and assessments:
Week 2 readings, divided by student
grouping
Discussion 2 (3,4,6)
Definitions and terms (per group) (3,4,5,6)




Early Music theory
and history in the
middle east (3,4,5,6)

Assignments and assessments:
Week 3 readings, divided by student
grouping
Discussion 3  (3,4,6)
Definitions and terms (per group) (3,4,5,6)
Short reflection essay (1,2,3,6)




WEEK 4
Early Music in

Western
Europe (1,2,3,4,6)

WEEK 5
Music of the Baroque
Era (Western Europe)

(1,3,4,5,6)

Assignments and assessments:
Week 5 readings, divided by student
grouping
Discussion 5 (1,3,4,5,6)
Listening and terms quiz (1,3,4,5,6)




WEEK 6
Music of the Classical

Era (3,4,5,6)

WEEK 7

Assignments and assessments:
Week 8 readings, divided by student
grouping
Discussion 8 (3,4,6)
Listening and terms quiz  (3,4,5, 6)
Short reflection essay (1, 3, 4, 5, 6)




Assignments and assessments:
Week 6 readings, divided by student
grouping
Discussion 6 (3,4,6)
Listening and terms Quiz (3,4,5,6)




Music of the
Romantic Era (3,4,5,6)

Assignments and assessments:
Week 7 readings, divided by student
grouping
Discussion 7 (3,4,6)
Listening and terms quiz (3,4,5,6)





WEEK 8
Music of the 20th
century (1,2,3,4,6)

WEEK 9
Music of Resistance

(2,3,6)
Assignments and assessments:

Week 9 readings, students choose
Discussion 9 (2,3,6)




Week 10
Music by living

composers (1,3,4,6,7)
Assignments and assessments:

Week 10 readings, students choose
Discussion 10 (2,3,6)
Final Reflections Essay (1,2,3,4,5,6,7)
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