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Witch Hunt
for string quartet

s. beth may

1. Winter Swing 
Set
2. Dance I
3. Blankets
4. Dance II
5. …
6. Fire
7. Dance III
8. Chase

Program Notes for Witch Hunt
This quartet is conceived as a set, with each movement containing musical 
materials that relate to the set as a whole.  Although the musical materials are 
related, the images, and narratives of the individual movements are unique unto 
themselves.  The progression of images, dances, and absolute music do not 
necessarily follow a specific narrative but suggest, rather, an obscure, shadowy, 
and dark series of events and snapshots.
 
Performers’ Notes:
The following equipment is required for the performance of this piece:
-               4 suspended cymbals
-               4 plastic bags of varying thicknesses
-               1 thundersheet
In addition, performers may wish to have multiple bows available for the 
performance of bowed percussion sections.
 
In general, the performers should note that all non-stringed instruments and 
extended techniques are employed as pure sound elements and are not intended to 
provide humor to the piece.











Cold; with rubato q= 80
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Violent and crude; as fast as possible

2. Dance I
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Thickly q = 54

3. Blankets

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello





    

 


 


   

ppp


  





sul tasto

ppp

   

p
 

    
ppp


  





sul tasto

ppp

   

p

 
 


    



sul tasto

ppp

     

p

 
 



     

8

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.






  

p

 


  
 


 


  

   
p
  

ppp

 

   
ord.

mf

 


 
3

    
3



p

         
3



14

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.





 
pp

  

    
ppp


 
3

   



3

 
pp

  

    
ppp


 
3

    
3

  
mp

  

 

 
3

        3

 

pp

       
ppp

 
3

  





3

20

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.





 
  

  



pp

    

  

 


  

    
   

3 3

  
  

 



pp

    

 

 




 

    
   

3 3

  
  



 3   

gliss.       
3

3

  



pp

  

 




 


  

    
   

3

2



26








Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







  

 
  

 

Peaceful but dizzy
with wide vibrato

pp

Sul A  

 

 

3

      






3 3 3

  
  



with wide vibrato
Peaceful but dizzy

Sul D

pp

  

 

 

3

      






3 3

  

mf

Drowsily

               
3

  

Sul A

pp

   

Peaceful but dizzy
with wide vibrato
  


 

 
3

      


 

3 3









30
































Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







 

 

 

3

      


p

Sul D
  

3

    

33


 


 

 

3

      


p

Sul D
  

3

    
33

   

mf

       
      

f

      


 


 

 
3

      




p

Sul D
  

3

    

33

3











35








Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.








Sul G

        


 
 

3

 

Warmly, sweetly
con sordino

mp
  

3

 

Sul G

        


 



3

 
mp

Warmly, sweetly
con sordino

  
3

         

mp

 
  

         
3

 
Sul G

        


 
 

3

  

mp

Warmly, sweetly
con sordino  

3

40

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.





   
3

     
  


  

3

     
  

 
mp
     

   
      

3

   
3

    

4



43

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.






p
     


 


p
     


 

    
     



p

     


 

5











Freely and with rubato q = 86

4. Dance II
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q = 144
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Violins 1 and 2: Hold one plastic bag in each hand.  Plastic bags should be of varying thicknesses.  Rub the bags between your fingers. 
Gradually decrease speed and amount of rubbing but include three short bursts each, at random intervals.
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Jovial q = 136

7. Dance III
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