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The canoe we built moved best

With two, one to steer, one for power
Trading off to share the work

Adding extra strokes

for love.

It still moves with one, though unevenly,
Caught in winds and tides, but still

Still, the canoe moves, buoyant on the water,
heart's memory.

Il.14 years

Winter Storms fill the rushing creek with
Bone snapping cold water.

| shift my feet -

Care in the crossing means

Gauging the distance before leaping
Then,

Quick breath in, tension

Push back against the ground,

Reach skyward

To land, heart-pounding, on the opposite bank,
Glance back -

Care in the crossing still requires the leap.

Il

Bulbs send up new shoots

Trees wave budding leaves at the sky
As dowe

In our season we

Reset, waving our dreams

So they catch the wind

And sail.

-Sharon Mitchler

Performance Notes: In movement I, smaller choirs may choose to sing the parts divisi
rather than using a soloist.

In movement ll, "step” indicates that the singer should step/stomp lightly with their foot.

"Snap"indicates snapping the fingers, and "shhh"
indicates a spoken "shhh" sound.
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