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Performance Instructions for 
 

Night Thorn 
 
 
Bb Clarinet: 
 

1. For “Laughing”: 

 
 
Emulate the sound of laughter; pitch is less important than contour, 
timbre, and tone here.   
 

2. Chaotic swooping/scooping/noodling 

 
 
Perform this by scooping while simultaneously wiggling your fingers on 
the keys.  Animalistic sounding, or like hysterical babbling.  
 
  



 
Bass Clarinet: 
 

1. Multiphonic fingerings are included above the staff.  
2. Slap tongue 

 

 
Aim for clear pitch and as sharp/percussive an attack as you can achieve. 
 

3. Timbral trill/alternating fingerings 
 

 
 
Bassoon: 

1. Portamento – if necessary, these can be performed using lip 
glissando technique. 

2. Multiphonics 
Within the score, bassoon multiphonics are spelled out in 
approximation on the staff, with a corresponding label (G4, 1E5, or 1Bb) 
included.  Please refer to the key below.    
 
Bassoon Multiphonic fingerings and key: 
Adapted from Leslie Ross (leslieross.net) 
 

An attempt has been made for a possible tablature notation of each 
multiphonic.  The large note on the staff designates the base 
fingering (to be read in bass clef) which is used as foundation 



fingering for the multiphonic.  The small, shaded note corresponds 
to the tone-hold or key that is to be added to the base fingering.  
The small empty note corresponds to the tone-hole or key that is to 
be removed from the base fingering.  
 
Register and wing keys are noted by their key name above the staff, 
as are trill keys.  

 



To hear samples of these multiphonics, visit the following page: 
http://www.leslieross.net/multies3T.html 
 
If a particular multiphonic is unavailable on your instrument or is difficult 
to achieve at the specified dynamic level, another might be substituted; 
aim for the most timbral and tonal similarity possible. 
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